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was a favourite surname of the lordly
Gautamas and cognate clans, as it is still of
the martial Sikhs and Rajputs. From the
Punjab, the Lionhearts proceeded east and
south on their conquering and civilising
mission. Territorial expansion went hand
in hand with ecclesiastical activity and com-
mercial enterprise. Oudh, Magadha, and
Ujain developed into busy inland marts and
seminaries of Pali learning. The tiger-
heroes, who fought at Kurukshetra, crossed
the Eiver Krishna, and colonised Kuruman-
dala or the Coromandel coast.1 Even distant
Malay and the adjoining isles came under
Aryan influence. The kavis or poet-priests
brahminised the heathen lands which the
Kshatriyas had conquered. In Java, they
composed a thoroughly national epic, after
the pattern of the Maha-Bharata, in Kavi,
which was a Kuru dialect mixed with Malay.
The Vaishyas worked the foreign tin mines
from Bangkok to Bangka, east of Sumatra,
and shipped large cargoes, chiefly from

1 The Vedic hymnal consists of ten mandalas or
cycles of song, each sacred round containing, on an
average, a hundred hymns. In a political sense,
mandalas are arrondissements or shires. Coromandel =
Kurushire.